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ACTION NEA-06 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /007 W 

051770 

R 090701Z OCT 74 
FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1661 

UNCLAS DAMASCUS 2254 

FOR NEA/EX JONES FROM MCCORMICK 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: AFSP SY 

SUBJ: AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE 

1. THE ONLY INSURANCE COMPANY IN SYRIA IS THE GOVERNMENT 
OPERATED INSURANCE COMPANY OF SYRIA. ALL AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE 
PREMIUMS ARE BASED ON THE LOCAL VALUE OF THE CAR WHICH INCLUDES 
AN EXTREMELY HIGH CUSTOMS TAG. A CAR VALUED AT DOLS 5,000 

IN THE U.S. IS VALUED AT DOLS 15,000 LOCALLY WHICH IN TURN 
PUSHES THE PREMIUM COST TO AN UNREALISTIC LEVEL. 

2. ONE WAY AROUND THIS MIGHT BE FOR CAR OWNERS TO PURCHASE 
ONLY THE MANDATORY INSURANCE LOCALLY AND PURCHASE THEIR 
ELECTIVE COVERAGES SUCH AS COMPREHENSIVE FROM U.S. OR 
FOREIGN COMPANIES. 

3. MY CAR HAS JUST ARRIVED AND PERHAPS THIS WOULD BE A 

GOOD TIME TO SEE WHAT CAN BE DONE. WOULD YOU CALL THE UNITED 
SERVICES AUTOMOBILE ASSOCIATION IN SAN ANTONIO TEXAS 
(512-824-901 1 OR 512-227-1206) AND ASK THE AUTOMOBILE DEPARTMENT 
IF POLICY NUMBER 084-20-85-01 ISSUED IN THE NAME OF FRANCIS 
P. MCCORMICK COULD BE AMENDED TO PROVIDE COVERAGE IN SYRIA 
AND OTHER COUNTRIES IN THE AREA UNDER COVERAGES "B", "C", "D", 

"U-l", "E" IN THE POLICY. EXPLAIN THAT COMPULSORY INSURANCE 
WOULD BE PURCHASED FROM THE SYRIAN INSURANCE COMPANY. 

4. 1 AM WRITING TO THE COMPANY TODAY BUT BECAUSE MAIL FROM 
HERE IS SLOW I AM AFRAID I WOULD NOT GET AN ANSWER FOR TWO 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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WEEKS. THE CAR SHOULD BE READY FOR PICK-UP NEXT WEEK. 
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5. THE ANSWER YOU GET FROM THE UNITED SERVICES WILL BE OF 
INTEREST TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE STAFF ESPECIALLY THE NEW 
ARRIVALS WHO WILL SOON FACE THE PROBLEM OF BUYING AUTOMOBILE 
INSURANCE. 

6. APPRECIATE A TELEGRAPHIC REPLY. 

MURPHY 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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